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ROTHMANS 
TO SPONSOR 
MOTO CROSS 


The next International Series is to be sponsored by 


Rothmans, the iti 


foliaws: 
pete 


3lst December, 1967— 
New Plymouth. 
ith January, 1968—Man- 


gere Domain, Auckland. 
_ 14th Sanuary, 1968— Nel- 
son. 


21st January, 
Blenheim, 

28th January, 1968 — 
Timaru, 

4th February, 1968 — 


Kaiapoi, Christchurch. 

11th February, 1968 — 
Woodville Grand Prix. 

Prior to these events in 
New Zealand, there will be 
three events of the series 
held in Australia under the 
auspices of the Auto Cycle 
Council of Australia: 

12th November, 1967,— 
Adelaide, South Australia. 

19th November, 1967 — 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

26th November, 
Wollongong, NSW. 

Three N.Z. riders will be 
going to Australia to com- 


Riders Invited 


The three interna- 
tional riders to be in- 
vited to New Zealand — 
hhaye just been an- 
nounced, ‘they are:— 
John Burton, Gunnar 
Lindstrom and _ Bill 
Gwynne. 

Three riders form the 
New Zealand team to 
ride in Australia, they 
are;—Morley Shirriffs, 
Ivan Miller and Gordon 


1967 — 





nerary 





in the Australian 
events. A similar number of 
Australian riders have been 
invited to take part in the 
Rothmans International 
Moto Cross series in N.Z. 


Some fifteen overseas 


1968 — riders—from England, U.S. 


and all parts of Europe— 
have applied to the organis- 
ers to compete in the series. 
These include great names 
like Sten Lundin (ex-World 
Champ.) Terston Hallman 
(current 250 World Champ.) 
Ake Jonsson and Olle Ped- 
erson (Swedish National 


for the forthcoming series is as 


Champs) Bill Gwynne and 
John Lewis Welsh Champs, 
Fred Baker, C. WHarris 
Andy Lee (England) and B. 
Kenny and Glen Vincent 
(U.S.A.), John Burton (Eng- 
land), Arthur Harris (Eng- 
land), and Max Morf (Swit- 
zerland) have all applied to 
return, having competed in 
previous International Moto 
Cross series. From this for- 
midable list of names, the 
organisers will be selecting 
three of the most suitable, 
who will be announced 
shortly. 





(By Rod Dew) 


English motor - cycle 
manufacturers have lost an- 
other of their regular cus- 
tomers to the progressive 
Japanese market. 

The Christchurch City 
Council's traffic department, 
which has used English 
motor-cycles for its speed 
cops since the inauguration 
of the department, has de- 
cided to scrap the 650 c.c. 
and 750 c.c, Triumph twins 
it has been using for the 
last few years, 

A consignment of eight 
250 cc, Japanese Suzukis 
and Yamahas is expected 
to arrive in Christchurch 
early this month and should 
be making their appearance 
on the streets shortly after- 
wards. Four different models 





Holland, 

Lui Peeti and Jim 
Ransom, both from Dan- 
nevirke are intending 
to pay their own way to 
Australia to compete in 
the series, 


SAF 


from the two Japanese 
manufacturers are to be 
tried initially and a deci- 
sion will then be made as to 
which one to persevere 
with, 

The change to the Jap- 
anese two-strokes will not 





speed cops get Suzukis-Yamahas 


be made all at once. The 


council has.a fleet of 19 of |B 
‘the heavy English machines 


and it will be quite. some 
time before the conversion 
is complete. 


“The lighter models are|s 


more suitable for work in 
a city such as Christchurch 
as they are more manouver- 
able than the 650 c.c. and 
750 c.c, machines that the 
officers have at present,” 
said the Christchurch Tra- 
Mic Superintendant (Mr J. 
F. Thomas), 

Traffic OMicer C. Fisk said 
that the‘new machines could 
equal the heavier models for 
top speed and would prob- 
ably be better at pick-up 
than the ones in use, He said 
the Japanese motor-cycles 
had efficient braking as well 
as other advantages such as 
an electric starter and flash- 
ing indicators, 

* Three motor-scooters have 
also been purchased for the 
city’s meter maids and 


should be in use by the time 
“Motor-Cycle News" goes to 
print, 





see 
Bieta bi 





Bert Munro pictured 
above loading his car in 
Preparation for one of his 
many trips, A story about 
Bert appears on pages 4 
and 5, 





Congratulations to Mr and 
Mrs Leo Bolter on the birth 





of their first child—a girl, 





PRICE 10c 





August: 


20 Scramble—Napier. 
Trial—Manawatu Orion, 
Min, T.T, Masterton. 


IM 
GIBBES 


September: 
3) Mud Trial—Ixion. 
Trial—Manawatu Orion, 


10 Scramble—Tauranga. 


MOTORS ; 
Palmerston North 16 ond Hill Climb—Na- 
SPORTING 24 North Island Sporting 

‘Trial—Ixion. 
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OUT and ABOUT 


with Daryl New 


We are certainly into winter, not exactly 
the best for touring, but certainly great trials 
and scrambles weather! 

In Palmerston North recently the Manawatu 
Orion Motor Cycle Club ran a road trial. Noticed 
was a young member hauled up by a “good keen 
cop” for having a noisy exhaust. Now this is typ- 
ical of what motorcyclists have to put up with. 

In this case the rider had just fitted a new 
muffler to his 500 single, this was mentioned to 
the officer, all to no avail. The trial was run on 
a Sunday morning when there is very little traffic 
around and noise really echoes round the streets. 
In this instance the traffic officer may well be 
struggling as the young chap concerned is the son 
of the president of the local car club who saw the 
whole performance and is prepared to fight this 
deal all the way. Working on this theory I suppose 
we should not run club meetings for the touring 
type and just let them go and set up “Hells An- 
gels” type clubs. Why can’t motor cycle and car 
clubs get more constructive help from Transport 
and Police Depts? Instead of sitting and hiding 
around corners to pownce and throw tickets 
around with gay abandon. I do feel the higher-ups 
in these depts. feel as we do, but the gentlemen 

pounding the beat are the ones who are in actual 
contact. 

I have walked down Broadway in Palmerston 
North at lunchtime during the week and seen 
long-haired louts (who could do with a good wash 
as well) beating the place wp and really making 
attempts on sprint records. The moral in this, 
maybe motor cycle clubs may have to run trials at 
lunehtimes to avoid victimisation! 

Having had a look, at the Moto Cross Enter- 
prises statement for 1966/67, it says a lot for the 
clubs running the events when only one meetin 
was run at a loss, dnd even that was only a smal 
deficit. For*some reason. Wellington seemed to 
have the lowest of the gate takings, (possibly the 
venue at Oharui Valley is a little too far off the 
beaten track to entice patrons). Having the Aus- 
tralian A.C.C. interested in the Series could be a 
big step towards spreading costs. and also getting 
some of our riders over there for more experience, 
Moto Cross has a good following there so why 
not get together and everyone must benefit! 

We have had reference to the N.Z.M.C. News 
as “a Mickey Mouse Outfit”, Too big, not enough 
news and so on. I would like to say one thing, 
namely, where does everyone start? At the bottom 
or at the top? We are starting a completely new 
venture and believe me its not all beer and skit- 
tles. This magazine is a reflection of N.Z. motor 
cycling, so when calling us the above names, you 
are talking about yourselves! R 

Still we get “doubting Toms” in all aspects of 
New Zealand life, why are we so apallingly apa- 
thetic? As soon as someone suggests a new idea, 

everybody says it won't work, what a great way 
to start anything }! | 

The International Moto Cross Series is a clas- 
sie example, when seen that there were possibil- 
ilies, several of the complete and utter dead loss 
tijpes wanted to climb on the bandwagon, after 
the hard work and worry had been done. Typical! 
Little wonder so many are shifting to Australia, 
England or anywhere! 

Well until neat month, God bless our mortgag- 
ed country. 





N.Z. Read Championship 


McCleary is first S.I. 
rider to win 250 title 
(From Rod Dew) 


When the New Zealand road racing 
champions for the 1966-67 season were 
announced by the Auto-Cycle Union last 
month it was not surprising to see the 
name of the talented Christchurch rider, 
Kevin McCleary, at the head of the list for 
the 250 c.e, class. 

piston collapsed in the motor 


At the beginning of the of the ex-Ginger Molloy 
season McCleary set his works Bultaco he was riding 
sights on the 250 c.c. title— and his title hopes seemed 
‘the premier award for light- to have gone up in smoke. 
weight riders in the Domin- }yowever, the bike was rush- 
ion—and although he got ed back to his workshop 
‘away to a bad start in the and completely renovated 
New Zealand Tourist Trophy overnight. 
event at Levin he was vir- He came to the line after 


tually unbeatable in the re- a few warm-up laps with 
maining championship races. {he motor -far from run-in 

But McCleary’s path to but first time round he was 
victory was not as simple as more than 100 yards clear 
it looked on the surface. His of his nearest challenger. 
chances of competing at all The race seemed over and 
in the later races were plac- he coasted through the laps. 
ed in jeopardy when he It was not until he 
suffered burns to his face neared the end of his 10- 
and chest following a work- lap journey that he re- 
shop accident in March. ceived a “go faster” signal 
Only after a spell in Bur- from ‘a friend and realised 
Wood Hospital was he pro- that fellow Christchurch 
nounced fit to contest the rider, Keith Hanham, on a 





next round. similar water-cooled Bul- 

Then, in practice for the taco, was closing rapidly. 

New Zealand Grand Prix at He wound on the power 

Raupuna Park at Laster, once again and was just 

further disaster struck. A able to hold, off the chal- 
lenge. 

Wis winning time of 9 


min 16,6 see for the 10 miles 
was only 1.4 sec outside the 
race record he set the pre- 
vious year on a 250 cc, 
Greeves Silverstone—a_ tre- 
mendous performance con- 


~ OTAGO MOTOR 
CYCLE CLUB 


Taicri Aerodrome Racing 
This was again a very, 
successful meeting, and the 


motorcycle racing was ‘rst 
class, We had plenty of solos 
—over twenty—and the five 
sidecar outfits put on en-; 
joyable racing, Sidecar rac-| 
ing is catching on, and is 
a great crowd pleaser. 


N.Z. Sprint Championships 
The Sprint Championships 
went off very well, and must 
have been about the best 
Sprint ever held. Congratu- 
lations to John Martin for, 
at long last getting a New 


sidering the state of his 
motor, 

Now 28 and with years’ 
of serious road racing be- 
hind him, McCleary can 
look back on last season 
with a sense of pride. He 
had never before won the 
New Zealand 250 c.c. road 
racing title and in fact is 
the first South Island rider 
ever to do so, 

Only one other South Is- 
land rider, Neville Landrebe, 
of Dunedin, has previously 


Zealand record—1l2.64 secs 


won a New Zealand road 
racing title in any class. He 
won the 500 cc. title in 
1965-66. 

Although he did not win 
the road racing title in 1965- 
66, MeCleary was clearly 
the top lightweight resident 
vider in the Dominion. He 
easily beat the 1967 Isle of 
Man representative, Keith 
Turner, in the New Zealand 
Lightweight Grand Prix and 
was the only rider capable 
of matching the works, 
riders, Ginger Molloy and 
Hugh Anderson, on a 250 ¢.c. 
bike. 


In one race, the South 
Canterbury lightweight 
Grand Pi McCleary out- 
rode Molloy to win the title 
in one of the biggest upsets 
of the season. And he was 
riding a 1964 Greeves 
Silverstone, admittedly high- 
ly modified, but. a bike 
which should have been in- 
ferior to Molloy’s works 
Bultaco. 


McCleary finally finished 
third in the championship 
series that season, behind 
Molloy and Anderson, who 
rode the incredible 125 c.c. 
Suzuki throughout. Had he 
not missed the New Zealand 
T.T. meeting he might even 
have finished higher. 

“I still have the bike and 
so I expect I will have an- 
other’ go next season,” Mc- 
Cleary commented on being 
told of his latest success. 
Throughout the season he 
rode the water-cooled ex- 


works Bultaco form: J 
den by Molloy. The machine 


is a particularly fine exam- 
ple of its make and is cap- 
able of speeds in excess of 
130 m.p.h, with the correct 
gearing. 
_ McCleary now has two of 
New Zealand's most import- 
ant lightweight titles under 











his belt—the New Zealand 
road acing championship 


and the New Zealand Grand 
His Grand Prix win 
‘ar was his fourth’ in 
ars—only one win 
short of the record held. by 
D. Lowe, of Feilding. 

However, his successes in 
the past have not been con- 
fined to road racing. He was 
for many years a leading 








scramble rider and is a 
former holder of the New 
Zealand open and 500 c.c. 
titles. He is now concentrat- 
ing on the read racing side 
of the spori—‘You have to 
be at it every weekend to 
do well at scrambling"— but 
still makes the occasional 
appearance at scrambles. 


McQUEEN’S OSSA 


Hollywood actor Steve 
McQueen is to ride in the 
International Six Day Trial 
again. He is to visit Spain 
shortly to test a 460 ce two- 
stroke twin Ossa, with six 
speed gearbox, fitted in an 
American frame. 

McQueen competed in the 
1964 ISDT, as a member of 
the USA Vase team, in East 
Germany, but retired after 
a number of spills on a 650 
Triumph. 
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for the 750 record. The old 
record, held by a North 





Medlin, from Timaru, who 
sereamed his 84ce Suzuki to 
a new New Zealand 125cc 
record of 21.05 secs. - — 


Islander, was 12.9 seconds. A 


Congratulations also to John | 
| 
{ 


= 


Resignation of Secretary 

It was with deep regret < 
that the Committee have had 
to accept the resignation of i 
Ken Kilgour from the posi- 
tion of secretary. Ken has 
been transfered to Christ- 
church for at least twelve 
months, in his capacity as ¢ 
a National Cash Register 
mechani¢, and will be gous hog eo: ae sent rims 
cerned with the conversion SAgcncnn: 
of machines to decimal cur-|BOdy Belts oe EI) 
rency. He will remain a club Chain Oiler Kits $3.25 (£1 
member, tind hopes to return Marner Hoel Chae 
to Dunedin after his Christ-|Matchbo x 
church spull is over, I will B1BiGD}(E8797-) 
take this opportunity to ex- 
press to Ken on behalf of 
the Committee and the Club, 
fi very deep vote of thanks 
for a job particularly well 
done, and to wish him well 
up north. 


| 











9-11 George Street 





full range of competition 
are parts, accessories and machines 


250 GREEVES Scrambler, ex-Tim Gibbes, with spares 
250 DOT 1965 Scrambler, immaculate like new condition §660-£330 
250 DOT 1961 Scrambler, Alpha flywheels, 


250 BSA 1962 Scrambler, good reliable performer 
500 TRIUMPH 1964 Road Racer 5TA, 


$600-£300 


Marcelle Cylinder $420-£210 
$870-£185 


Fairing, special tank and seat $550-£275 


Front Fork Gaiters $1.25 
ee?) each 

Alloy M 
from $3.60 (£1/16/-) 


Trials Handgrips 80¢ (8/-) 


pair 
400 x 19 and 300 x 20 Knob-/G 


bly Tyres 


TIM GIBBES MOTORS 


~ LIMITED 


Phone 87-082 


ludguards and Stays| Quick Action 


Palmerston North 


1965 BSA C15 Scrambler. Immaculate with lights, ete 


for road use $530-£265 


SPECIAL COMPETITION LINES 
Short Leather Racing Gloves 


$3.40 (34/-) pair 


Grips $4.50 (£2/5/-) 
Greeves Front 
$14.50 (£7/5/-) pair 


(24-15-0) each 





Plastic Twist 
Dampers 
irling Rear Dampers $9.50 
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Vintage Motor 


Cycles 


Im New Zealand 


Since its inception 20 years ago the Vintage Car Club of 
New Zealand has extended its activities to cover Motor Cycle 


enthusiasts along with other types of vintage and vete 


mechanical transport. 


It is only over the last in this seven years of fossic- 
seven years though that the king and searching through 
motor cycle movement has old sheds and farms. 
really grown and at present Probably the oldest motor 
there are something like 250 cycle in the country is an 
owners throughout the coun- 1899 Werner. This make of 
try. Many of these owners machine set the pattern for 
have not restricted their the motor cycle as we know 
‘activities to just one machine it today. Prior to this date, 
and in fact many have up to manufactures had fitted en- 
five and six-in their collec- gines in such places as be- 
tions so it would be no ex- ‘hind the back wheel, in front 
aggeration to say that there of the steering head and on 
are probably over seven hun- top of the front mudguard 
dred machines in yarious and other peculiar positions 
stages of restoration tucked within the motor cycle frame. 
away in various sheds and But it was the Werner 
garages. Brothers at the turn of the 

A great portion of these century who made the motor 
enthusiasts are not like the cycle engine as we know it 
young teenager of today who today the most popular de- 
owns a fast machine for a sign. Machines with names 
few months, or for two or such as Minerva, Rex, 
three years, but are middle Singer, F.N., Zenith, Vindee, 
aged people who have al- and a host of other titles 
ways had a great love of appear regularly at different 
motor cycling and the clean Rallies organised through- 
healthy sport which it can out the count: 
be. Those younger members Belt drive Triumphs can 
who have obtained and re- be seen frequently at Rallies 
stored an old machine for along with other more well- 
the fun of it have found known names within the 
there is much more to being motor cycle world. Ameri- 
a vintage motor cycle enthu- can machines form an im- 
siast than being the owner portant part of the current 
of an old machine. There is “scene” and of these it is un- 
a certain fascination in own- doubtedly Harley Davidson 
ing an old belt-driven model and Indian which are the 
or a big powerful American popular makes. These are of 
Vee twin or four cylinder course the big vee twins, and 

"rn machines One=factor could. other highly sought. after 
be the owning of something machines are the four cyl- 
that no one else or yery few inder in-line Henderson and 
other people have got. It is the Indian Ace. Several ex- 
amazing the wide variety amples of the first four cy- 
and number of machines linder Ariels too have been 
which have been turned up rebuilt. These were of course 





ran 


the small 500ce version pro- 
duced from 1930 onwards. 





The “Rolls Royce” of 
motor cycles, the Brough 
Superior, is also represented 





in New Zealand with an out- 
standing 1935 model in New 
Plymouth which is also the 
home of the well-known 
Coventry Eagle make, This 
particular model is the 
1000ce vee twin Jap engine 
“Flying Eight” model. A 
regular concourse d’ ele- 
gance winner is the 1930 
Matchless “Silver Arrow” 
owned by a Stokes Valley 
motor cyclist. This machine 
was well advanced for its 
time and the specifications 
included a completely all 
sprung frame, a side valve 
vee twin engine with mono 
block cylinders totalling 400 
ce and owing to its remark- 
ably quiet running charac- 
teristics it achieved the nick 
name of “Whispering Won- 
der.” 


At the first “national” 
rally for veteran and vin- 
tage machines, held in Mas- 
terton earlier this year there 
were nearly eighty examples 
representing twenty five 
different makes both com- 
peting and on static display, 
Side-car combinations also 
figured prominently there be- 
ing fifteen altogether, which 
probably represented the 
biggest number of combina- 
tions assembled in New Zea- 
land at any one place since 
the last war, It is intended 
to, give a concise report on 
this rally in a later issue, 








In Motor Cycle News 
NEXT MONTH . 


ior. fOUR 


SUPPLEM 


ENT 


Letter to Kd 


Sir, 
My congratulations on 
your article “ARE WE 


LOUTS?” It is bad that the 
Editors of the World's news- 
papers have taken to using 
the motor-cyclist for the 
social scapegoat. If a survey 
were made on the number of 
accidents per mile, cars v/s 
motor-cycles, there would be 
some interesting statistics. 





Two years in New Zealand, 
T have travelled 10,000 miles 
on my motor-cycle, 8,000 of 
these were touring. Several 
unpleasant experiences re 
main in my mind, one in the 
South Island where a tea 
room refused to serve me as 
IT was dressed in leather 
pants and jacket. (It is some 
consolation to know that I 
could have bought the place 
lock stock and Teapot). 

Most of my 20 years riding 
has been done on the high- 
ways of California (the home 
of the — original ‘Hells 
Angels') and here too we 
have the adverse publicity 
despite the fact that stich 
outlaw clubs only represent 
two per cent of the motor- 
cyclists, 

To combat this, many of 
the U.S. Clubs have appoint- 
ed or hired publicity agents 
who keep feeding items of 
good deeds done by motor- 
cyclists to the press and even 
take to renting space in 
newspapers, radio and Ty 
time. This is a practice that 
I recommend, however, my 
association with New Zea- 
land Clubs has led me ta be- 
lieve that too many of them 
enjoy having a rough, tough 
reputation. This is particu- 
larly true where the mem- 
bers are quite young. 

I am amused by the out- 
law groups in New Zealand 
as I have failed to see a pur- 
pose or reasoning to their 
escapades. This is quite to 
the contrary with the Am- 
erican Hells Angels and as- 
sociated groups, Each and 
every one of their uprisings 
has had a cause with a fairly 
well planned execution that 
borders on a “true crusade” 
even though this is not al- 
ways brought out by the 
press to the general public. 
This is perhaps why they 
still exist in spite of the nui- 
sance they have caused 
Society, The group of motor- 
cyclists who are interested in 
causing disturbances - just 
for the hell of it, is small and 
the press giving them full 
‘blood and guts’ publicity is 
exactly what they want. If 
the newspapers would put 
these things in fine print on 
the back page it might help 
to stem their activities. Over 
half their activities are for 
the sake of publicity. 


Youth needs its heroes. The 
past two generations had 
war heroes, before that there 
were cowboys and gunmen, 
Unfortunately, these are past 
history, I do not think it 
wise for the press to supply 
a leather clad image on a 
motor-cycle, running down 
little old ladies at the cross- 
walks, as an idol, 

Yours, etc,, 
I. L, Senske, 
INVERCARGILL, 





PLEASE SAY YOU SAW IT 





GET YOUR COPY!! 





IN N.Z, MOTOR CYCLE 
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SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


with Denis 


SOMETHING OLD, 
SOMETIIING NEW 
I'm planning on buying my 
first bike. Not knowing much 
about them, I had intended 





buying a used one until 1 
began reading NZMCN. So 


much importance seems to 
be put on breaking in a bike 
properly that I don't know 
which way to go. Dither I 
buy a used one and risk the 
chance it may be a lemon, or 
buy a new one, So, what I 
need from you are tips on 
how to keep from getting 
burned when buying a used 
bike—also what danger sig- 
nals to look and listen for 
When breaking in a new one, 
I'm thinking primarily of 
Triumph or BSA. 
Leroy Hollis 
Lower Hutt 


Your lack of experience 
(not having owned a motor- 
cycle) will put you at an ob- 
vious disadvantage, whether 
you purchase a new or used 
machine, It would be of great 
help to you if you had a re- 
liable friend with a sound 
knowledge of the type of 
machine you intend to pur- 
chase. ¢ 

Breaking In a new motor- 
cycle is largely a matter of 
experience and feel. Also, 
during this period it is most 
important that the whole ma- 
chine be kept in proper ad- 
justment and tune, The run- 
in period can be very frust- 
rating, even for an experien- 
ced and ‘knowledgable rider. 
During this period it is not 
uncommon for several minor 
malfunctions to occur, which, 
if overlooked and not attend- 
ed to, can cause permanent 
damage, I have always con- 
sidered that it is best for a 
newcomer to start with 
something older, particularly 
in the big machine category. 
However, my line of thought 
does not always hold good 
for I haye known a few who 
have started with new large 
displacement machines and 
carried out fine jobs of run- 
in, and in fact, taken to 
motorcycling like the pro- 
verbial duck to water. 

When purchasing a used 
machine, a good indication 
as to how it has previously 
been cared for can be obtain- 
ed by looking at the follow- 
ing points: 

1. General appearance— 
does it appear to have 
been crashed (dents, 
gvazed front guard rests 
or head lamp, bent foot, 
torn seat, etc.)? 





Check wheel alignment, 
This will give an indica- 
tion of frame alignment, 
damaged forks, ete. 
Check wheel bearings 
for play. 

Spin both wheels to see 
if they are true and 
check for loose or miss- 
ing spokes: 


Condition and adjust- 
ment of the rear chain 
often provides a good 
clue regarding the type 
and frequency of routine 
maintenance. 


Look for evidence of oil 
leaks from the engine, 
gearbox, primary chain 
case, oil tank, fittings 
and oil lnes. Check oil 
level and condition of 
oil. Also look for any 


Wilson 


leakage from the front 
and rear shocks; leaking 
rear shocks will usually 
require replacing. 





The general condition of 
the heads of nuts, bolts 
and screws will often in- 
dicate whether non pro- 
fessional repairs or 
maintenance have been 
carried out. Also, look 
for any broken bolts or 
studs. 





Inspect the fuel tank 
for leakage, checking 
welded seams, mounting 
points and where the 
fuel tap bosses are weld- 
ed, 


Note the angle of the 
brake actuating arms (at 
hub); with the brakes 
hard on the angle of the 
lever should not go past 
centre. If they do, this 
indicates worn brake 
linings. 


Inspect the condition of 
all control cables. A 
frayed inner cable will 
fail in the near future, 
sometimes with dange 
ous results, 





0, Check battery level and 
note whether there 
any corrosion of the ter- 
minals, the battery car- 
rier and other compo- 
nents in the immediate 
vicinity of the battery 


is 


An excessive amount of 
gasket cement around 
an engine cover will us- 
ually indicate that some 
unprofessional work or 
investigations have been 
carried out. 


Check over the electrical 
system, making sure that 
the lights and horn are 
working. With the en- 
gine running, check that 
the generator is working, 


When the engine is 
warm, listen for any un- 
usual noises. (If you do 
not have a knowledge 
able friend with you, 
base your judgement on 
previous experience ob- 
tained by ening to 
engines of the same 
type). 











If you have the oppor- 
tunity to ride the ma- 
chine, t accelerating 
from a low speed in top 
gear. Any loud heavy 
noises (knocking) from 
the engine will usually 
indicate an adverse en- 
gine condition. Acceler- 
ating ‘d will show up 
any clutch slip, 

If you purchase a used 
machine, have it completely 
serviced and adjusted at the 
first oportunity. 











As a result of Leroy’s let- 
ter Denis Wilson has under- 
taken to write a Servic» 
Department — section h 
month. Any inquiries should 
be addressed: 

SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

NZ Motorcycle News, 
X 734, 
rston North. 








ea 















ILOW VY REVS? 
Seen among the used 
ads in an Auckland new 
paper: 1965 Nardi Bambino. 
650ece, one clergyman owner: 
oes like a canon; 


car 
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BERT MUNRO 68 year-old Motor 


I USED MY CAR DOOR 
AS AN AIR BRAKE 


By BERT MUNRO 


I haye been to the States and Bonneville many times 
now and [’ye had a lot of adventures there. Pye felt the thrill 
of whipping along at 200 m.p.h. after years and years of 


modifying a machine that or 





ginally would do about 60 


m.p-h. But I think one of the biggest challenges of all was a 
Nash station wagon I bought to get to the salt flats on my 


first trip. 


I chased round the used 
\ car lots of Los Angeles 
and eventually stumbled 

across an old (by U.S, 

but not by N.Z, stand- 

ards) Nash for which I 

offered the dealer 65 dol- 

lars, about two thirds of 
the price he was asking. 

He said no for a start, but 
finally agreed on my offer 
because he could see that I 
didn't want the damned thing: 
anyway. 

I took out the big deep 
dents with a Sledgehammer, 
true’d up the mudguards and 
built a five-ply bed frame 
and threw in a nice mattress 
after taking out the back 
seat. 3 

Finally I started north 
for Seattle on what was to 
be a 3,000-mile trip before 
I got the bike on the salt. 

Just as I left the place 
in Los Angeles where I 
had been staying—Marty 
Dickenson's—I nearly col- 
lided with a car containing 
two scared women who 
were aparently not. used to 
meeting people on the wrong 
side of the street. 

On my way from Los 
Angeles to San Francisco 
I was pulled up by a cop for 
going through a stop sign 
in Fresno, 

I told him if they had 
some signs to show where 
the turnoffs were I would 
have time to see the stops 
and he admitted they were 
not the best. 

Then he said my rear 
lights were out, I told him 
they had been working for 
the last four hours and I 
juggled the switch and by 
some miracle they worked. 

He left me telling me how 
to get back on the freeway 
and soon I was on my way 
north again, 


16 DAYS LATE 

When I arrived in San 
Fancisco Bay I found the 
Cap Ortego, which was 
bringing my bike across 
from New Zealand, was 


running 16 days late. 

This was a blow for it 
meant there would be no 
show of getting the 
bike to the Bonneville 
flats in time for my schedul- 
ed run, 


After kicking and being 
kicked around San Fran- 
cisco I decided to carry on 
to Seattle, where the Cap 
Ortego was due to call first, 
and save four or five days 
if possible. 

In the meantime a friend, 
Jimmy Ballard, took me 
home for the weekend and 
going in to San Francisco 
in his car there was a sud- 
den fearful din from the 
differential. I edged the 
chariot into the kerb and 
left a note to say the differ- 
ential had had it and I 
would be back later to haul 
it away. 

However, the Daly 
city traffic enforcers 
were so efficient that 
‘the machine had been 
removed by the time 
we got back and it cost 
me 11 dollars in towage 
and five dollars court 
fines. 

The next Friday I decid- 
ed to go to Sacramento. I 
stopped on the way to buy 
some fruit from a roadside 
ranch and as I moved off, 
“disastro!” a tooth went in 
low gear. 

Well, there was a time 
when vehicles had only two 
gears without breaking any 
laws, so from then on I de- 
cided to be old fashioned. I 
wot to Sacramento after 
about two hours in the 
Bridge trafic jam. 

I stayed the night and 
next night travelled to San 
Jose and spent the night 


Pease 


The publishers of the 

N.Z.M.C.N. wishes to 
thank the Southland 
News for publication 
rights and photos of 
Bert Munro, 





Len Shailer Ltd. 





PHONES; 79-089. 


“THE CAR TAILORS” 


MOTOR CYCLE SEATS 
RECOVERING SERVICE 


191 ALBERT STREET 


- Palmerston North. 
After Hours 77-421 and 26-545 


camped with a flat tyre. I 
took it off and bought a 
spare tube for U.S. $1.65. 

Next day I went back to 
San Francisco with my car 
which was my home with 
my bedroom in the back 
then headed off. 


BRUSH WITH LAW 

I had not got far when I 
saw the old familiar red 
blinker right light in the 
rear vision mirror. 

“The offside windshield 
is cracked,” said the law, 

“T Imow,” I said, 

“Its an offence to drive 
that way, it’s a hazard,” 
said the law whipping out a 
notebook. “If it impairs 
vision it must be renewed.” 


“I_can read a newspaper 
through it at an angle,” I 


replied. 

“Tt is dangerous at night,” 
countered the law. 

“I don’t drive at night, 
Not with all these lunatics 
putting their head lights on 
full before the sun sets,” I 
said. 

The law got in my car 
and tested everything but 
didn’t notice low gear was 
out. He put her into second 
to test the brakes and even 
got the wind-shield wipers 
to go. 

Finally, he proved to be 
a real nice guy and wished 
me the best of luck when I 
got to the salt. 

I got back onto the free- 
way for a while, and then 
through their crazy sign 
posting I was soon off it 
again, 

I eventually got back on 
and carried through North- 
ern California and into 
Southern Oregan. It was 
beautiful mountain country. 

I think I created a bit 
of a stir on the free- 
ways in my bomb, The 
brakes were rather 
worn, so to save the 
lining I used the doors 
as air brakes on the 
curves which I was hit- 
ting at about 65 mph, 

There were some raised 

eyebrows in the oncom- 

ing cars. 

T was rolling down one of 
the welcome downgrades in 
neutral when I missed the 
familiar roll. I hopped out 
after pulling up and found 
my best tyre ruined with 
a pin through it, 


OUT OF GAS 
I changed the wheel but 
ran out of gas 


before 


necoreoes: 


@ Sixty-cight-year-old_ Invercargill 





eed 


motor-cycle 


speedster Bert Munro is now at the Bonneville Salt 
Plats trying to set a new world speed record with his 


Munro Special. 


Last year he tried for a record but failed when the 


bike blew up on him. 


On one run he hit 200 m.p.h. 


then went into a speed wobble. In the desperate fight 
to keep control Bert suffered severe burns to his right 


i 
mm 


“his year Bert is back for another try, which 


could be his last, for he says his eyesight is dimming 
a little and his reactions are slowing. 

Bert bought his machine, an Indian, in 1920, and 
has been working on it, modifying it and mating it 


faster ever since. 


His methods are unorthodox—he 


uses an old spoke for a micrometer, and casts parts 
in old tins, for instance—but his success has been 


spectacular. 


Bert has made his faithful Indian travel a 
than three times the speed the makers ori 


thought it capable of. 





more 
nally 





He is now on his ninth trip to the United States, 
though he has not been to Bonneville on every trip. 


He has come a long way since his first trip. 


He now 


holds the world record for machines under 50 cubic 


inches. 


But it was on the first trip that he had some of 


his funniest experiences. 


Here, in his own words, Bert tells of his adven- 
tures in an old car, which proved more of a challenge 


than his Indian, 


CORLL EOP L SELES EI EELILOLL LODE OEP ILODODEDIOOL EPL OD DIS 


Eugene, probably due to 
the drag of the tyre, and 
had to walk two miles with 
an empty can to get fuel, 

The walk was good con- 
ditioning for the salt flats, 

I eventually reached 
Seattle, and after visiting 
the world fair, I visited the 
shipping people and the 
Customs and finally the 
Trafic Department to get 
the O.K. for the trailer to 
tow my bike due on the 
Cap Ortego. 

The Traffic men could not 


) 
ino 


at @ iA Nie 


Ge, 


x 


decide how to classify it, 
so I finally decided just to 
haul it. 

The Cap arrived in Seat- 
tle 19 days after leaving 
Bluff and with a friend, 
Otto Drager, his son, and 
their utility, we had the 
bike off the wharf and at 
their place within hours of 
arriving, 

The beautiful Indian 

had not scen its native 

American soil for al- 

most 43 years and it 

revved so well it almost 


purred “this is 

native land.” 

Eventually I set off for 
the salt via a route suggest- 
ed by Otto on which he 
said there were no hills too 
bad for second gear, 

When I saw the first one 
loom up I gave the old Nash 
all she had. I crashed over 
a railway line round the 
side but stalled 50 feet from 
the top. 


my 


LURCHED BACK 

I pulled on the hand- 
brake but she started to 
lurch back and I had to 
stick a claw hammer under 
the wheel to hold her, 

I pulled off the drawbar 
and pulled the trailer onto 
the footpath, 

Just then Otto arrived 
and we began to wader, 
The grade was steeper than 
the first part of the Bluft 
hill climb, 

He towed the trailer over 
the hill with his station 
wagon and took it over the 
next two steep ones as well. 
One of these stalled the old 
Nash but I forced her into 
low gear and banged her 
over the top. 

I punched her on for the 
next 100 miles then there 
was a commotion. This is 
the end of the bike, I 
thought. The trailer was 
swinging on the chain, the 
attachment to the drawbar 
had broken, 
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- Marvel Recalls: 


With the aid of a pair of 
vicegrips I held her together 
until we got to the next 
gas station. 

There, as everywhere else, 
everyone was tickled with 
the Indian Scout and they 
all refused cash for the help 
they gave me to get her on 
her way again. 

The same day I had an- 
other mishap when the 
spring-operated catch for 
the hood broke and it 
whipped back over the 
windscreen forcing me to 
stop. I held it down with_a 
bit of wire for the next 
several hundred miles, 


Next day, while putting 
in the usual gallon of oil in 
every two and a-half hours 
I forgot to remove the dip 
stick that I used to prop up 
the hood and believe me it 
shot past dozens of obstruc- 
tions and speared clean 
through the radiator, four 
inches from the bottom and 
21 miles from the nearest 
settlement, 

The trip was completed 
with a piece of rag wrap- 
ped round a stick jammed 
into the hole. I made about 
five miles each stretch be- 
fore having to stop and re- 
fill the radiator with the 
Spare water I always car- 
ried with me. 

A tradesman at the 
settlement, Mountain Home 
in Idaho, fixed it up for me 


and I pressed on down the 
Snake River. 

It was dark but I pressed 
ahead trying to get to Wells, 
Nevada, .The radiator, 
‘though “repaired” kept boil- 
ing dry. 

A rock suddenly shot 
through my left headlamp 
and I was left with only 
one lamp to drive 20 more 
miles, and on dim. 

This was too much, so I 
finally called it a day near 
Rogerson on U.S. 32 only 
130 miles from the salt. 


The next day I made it 
and found that I was the 
first motor-cyclist to arrive, 

I had a- qualifying run 
and a two-way run during 
which I blew the rear pis- 
ton in the Special and burnt 
a latge part of my leg, I got 
first aid on the salt. I had to 
eanry on and fix the engine. 
I had some ointment which 
eased some of the pain but 
it was a hard grind working 
in the glaring 99 deg, heat, 

After finishing work 

on the bike that night 

T headed down the mid- 

dle of Windover in the 

old Nash, Suddenly 
there was a crash, The 
clutch pedal jumped 
at my foot with such 
force that my ankle 
was swollen to twice 

its normal size for 13 

days, 


Daylight revealed that the 





clutch had flown apart and 
instead of getting on with 
the bike I had to put in six 
hours making up fittings 
for the clutch. When 1 had 
finished she ran as sweet 
as honey, 

Two days later I was back 
on the salt with another 
piston in the special, the 
valves straightened — and 
with myself nearly all in, 

I was bucked, however, 
when they made me Bonne 
ville's Sportsman of the 
Year and presented me with 
350 dollars, 

The next d my luck 
turned sour in and I 
blew the piston in a quali- 
fying wound for a last run, 

My bomb, too, insisted on 
getling in on the act and 
when I was driving home to 
the caravan which Lester 
Bowlinder, of Grantsville 
insisted I have, the dia- 
phragm broke and I lost 
a gallon or two of gas be- 
fore I made it back, 

I had tons of minor mech- 
anical trouble with the bike 
but Till stick to the major 
ones, 








More annoying than all 
these mishaps was the 
breakdown of my radio 


on which I wanted to pick 
up news of the jet cars’ 
speed bids. 

The next week I was 30 
miles out on the salt from 
base when the Nash stop- 
ped with a blocked fuel line. 
I fixed that after 14 hours 
under the beating sun and 
a day later, when I stopped 
by to See one of the jet 
cars, the Spirit of America, 
‘a bystander heard a hissing 
sound, One of the Nash’s 
tyres had picked up the 
only piece of wire on the 
whole of the salt flats. I 
made it back home to the 
caravan on the spare, 

I was on my way to work 
on the Special one night 
when I got hauled up by a 
security officer, who finally 
allowed me to work on, on 
the machine, 

My leg was - still 
bothering me at the 
time so I offered him a 
ride on the Special to 
see how she was per- 
forming, but he told me 
that he was the biggest 
coward on the base. 

The next night I was 
working on her again when 
I found the lower teeth 
gone. Something’ on an 
angle on the lower jaw 
must have swallowed them. 

“Hell! What Next,” I 
wondered, and I soon found 
out. Looking at the clutch 
parts I discovered a big hole 
in the bottom of the gear- 
box. 

Much to the speculation 
and wonder of the local 
mechanics I made a tempor- 
ary plug out of wood. 


Meanwhile, after three 


test runs and seven 
weeks on the salt I was 
still having trouble 


with the shell. I had to 

work hard on modify- 

ing the shape to try and 

eliminate it. 

Finally I decided the best 
thing to do would be to go 


Motorcyclist Magazine, 


Old Number One, Honda, 
comes out on top, of course 
with 30 models on sale in 
Japan—no less than eight 
of them 50cc in size. Unex- 
pectedly, Kawasaki has the 
second largest number of 
machines on sale, with 21, 
Other makers are Yamaha 
with 18, Suzuki with 16, 
Bridgestone listing 12, and a 
Wsingle Lilac model, plus 
seven Rabbit scooters, This 
gives a grand total of 105 
two-wheelers from which the 
Japanese rider may pick and 
choose, Hodaka wasn’t listed, 
as it builds only for export, 











was well enough, 

Before the trip I had to 
fix two punctures on the old 
bomb, haul out the gearb 
and weld up a hole in it, 
and also put in a new wind- 
screen, head lamps and 
myvraids of bits and pieces. 

I left with hopes of seeing 
Seattle. I had about 600lbs 
of bike and trailer behind 
me I carried jars of spare 
water but sure enough the 
old machine overheated and 
ground to a halt on me and 
I couldn’t squeeze enough 
life out of her to limp under 
a shady bridge. 


Half an hour after I 
stopped, two guys in a util- 
ity answered my thumbing 
and they went on six miles 
to bring me back water, 

Eventually I limped into 
Seattle, 

On that first trip I don’t 
know which was the bigger 
challenge, the salt flats with 
the Munro Special or the 
Nash. 














If you think there are a lot of Japanese 
motorcycles running around your neighbour- 
hood, you ought to come to Japan. 


Tokyo's 
Japan’s counterpart of 


“N.Z.M.C.N.” has just completed its annual sur- 
vey and lists no less and 98 models on sale in 
Japan, plus seven scooters. 


and export models of the 
other companies were not 
counted, either. 

Honda's 5,000,000th step- 
through style bike rolled into 
the arms of president Soi- 
chiro Honda, who flew down 
to the Suzuka factory for a 
brief ceremony marking the 
oecasion. The -50cc “nifty 
fifty” was first produced in 
1958 and quickly became the 
most popular motorbike ever 
made. No less than 3,986,800 
of the original overhead 
valve version were made 
before the company switched 
to an ohe engine in the same 
frame in April last year. Not 
long after the 50cce went into 
production, Honda introduc- 
ed a 55ce version with a dual 
seat, as Japanese law prohi- 
bits double riding on a fifty. 
Later, 65ce and 90ce step- 
through models were added 
to the line, Adding the 
motoreycles to the motor- 
bikes, Honda has now pro- 
duced more than 9,125,000 
machines since its founding 
in September, 1948, and if 
things go as expected the 
company expects to pass the 
10 million mark late this 
year. 

OMficial figures for fiscal 
1966 have just been released 
and show that Japan's 
motorcycle makers produced 
452,021 and exported 
892,060 machines during the 
12 months from April, 1966 
through March, 1967. Honda 
led both production and ex- 
port, followed by Suzuki, 
Yamaha, Bridgestone, Kawa- 
saki, Rabbit (scooters) and 
Lilac. The United States was 
the best market, buying 
275,114 machines during the 
12 months. It makes you 


Report frazea -Daappzum 


wonder how many nations 
there are in the world when 
you see that Japanese motor- 
cycles were exported to 138 
last year. Fifties were the 
largest class produced with 
1,011,312, closely followed by 
the nineties with 906,553. 
Only 73,010 motoreycles larg- 
er than 250ce were made. 

At the same time the fiscal 
1966 figures were released 
the statistics for March of 
this year were made public. 
Production was 203,315 and 
exports 86,813. Kawasaki 
passed Bridgestone in pro- 
duction figures for the first 
time, 6,949 to 6,447 but other- 
wise the maker breakdown 
was about as you would ex- 
pect it, with Honda topping 
50 per cent at 103,509. 














SOME GOOD 
Books 


The Motor Cyclists 
Workshop, by Torrens 
9/- 90¢ 

Scrambles and Motor 
Cross, Les Archer 

16/- $1.60 
Tackle Motor Cycle and 
Scooter Maintainance 
This Way, Bob Webb 

13/6 $1.35 
Improving Two-Stroke 
Engine Performance 
by J. W. Vierdag 

20/ -$2.00 
The Art of Motor Cross, 
Jef! Smith and Bob Currie 


31/- $3.10 
Treasury of Motor 
Cycles of the World, 
Floyd Clymee 

16/- $7.60 


Extensive Range of 
Repair and Maintenance 
Manuals. 

Motor Cycle 

Service Manual 


55/- 


G. H. 
Bennett 


& CO. LTD., 
BROADWAY 


$5.50 
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back to Seattle and then to 
come back to the flat if I 
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English Speedway — 
Win to Britain 
over Sweden 


Thanks to a storming start 11, partner Terry Betts 
and an equally storming couldn’t cope with the An- 
finish, the men in the Union ders Michanek-Bengt Pers- 
Jack scored a 16 point yic- son pairing, who notched 
tory over their Swedish the Swedes first 5-1 a feat 
rivals in this third test they repeated three races 
match at Newport, England, later. 
recently. Heat 13 was dramatic. 

It was the first British Nigel Boocock, without a 
win in the series and made motor, was replaced by first 
the overall score 2-1. reserve Roy Trigg. But 

By slicker gating and solid Trigg’s bike had already 
backing up Britain rode as a been ridden three times by 
team for the first time in the Jimmy Gooch and refused to 
series to lead by 23-7 after Start, and this brought in 
five heats. At the heat nine local favourite Jon Erskine, 
interval they were in front making his first track ap- 
35-19, but then the rot set in pearance for five weeks after 
and for a few anxious heats 4n injury. 
it looked as though they He almost pulled off a sur- 
might lose their victory grip. prise win over Fundin, who 
It was two Barry Briggs- just managed to keep him 
Charlie Monk inspired rides out on the last bend. This 
that turned the tide and led time the Betts machine 
1o this face-savihg success. stopped! : 

Looking very sun-tanned, Erskine drove under Fun- 
Briggs returned to the sad- din when he again came out 
dle with his injured wrist to replace bikeless Gooch in 
still heavily strapped, and heat’ 16, backing partner 
as much as anything it was Eric Boocock in a 5-1 win 
his inspiring presence that that put the issue beyond 
helped to win the match, dcubt, after Sweden had 
With partner Charlie Monk closed the gap to only eight 
always just ahead he team- points at heat 15. 
rode to a 5-1 heat one win The only serious incident 
over Ove Fundin and Bengt of the match occurred in the 
Jansson that seemed to be a next heat when. Michanek 
moral-booster to the rest of droye hard under Monk on 
the team. the first turn, fetching him 

After three 5-1's and a ofl. In the rerun, on Eric 
couple of 4-2's the Swedes Boocock's ESO, Monk back- 
shared the heat six points ed Briggs to another 5-1 
when Briggs ESO slowed, win. ( 
Jeaving Monk to battle with The Aome riders juggled 
“Toby” Harrysson, the visi- with a series of machine 
tors’ top scorer riding on top troubles that kept the result 
form before his own New- on a tight-rope, but when 
port fans. the machines went well,-so 

Then it was the Monk did our riders, who put this 
machine, in heat eight, that series back in the melting 
slowed. To round off the pot with their timely vic- 
first half, Nigel Boocock, tory. 
having had magneto trouble All the British boys, 

in his heat four win, rode especially Eric Boocock and 
the Briggs’ ESO—and prom- his over-worked ESO, rode 
ptly fell off on the second well. Erskine, on one of two! 
lap. JAPs in the meeting (Monk! 
Fundin held a slender lead had the other) made two 
over Briggs in heat ten and creditable reserye appear- 
then when Nigel Boocock ances that pleased the tight- 
slowed when leading in heat ly packed terraces. 


Perey Coleman & Go. Ltd. 
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Why | 


| Of all Indians, the 1200cc 
four-cylinder model, produc- 
ed until 1942, is the most 
eulogised today, and it was 
)probably the worst machine 
the company ever made. It 
ran smoothly, but it was 
very slow—much slower 
than the lower-priced Chief. 
It was completely unman- 
ageable on dirt, and there 
was a lot more dirt in those 
days than there is now. Like 
the “Squariel,” its back cyl- 
inders did not cool proper- 
ly. It had a weak clutch 
and an even weaker bottom 
end: plainmetal bearings of- 
ten let go, and threw rods 
through a complex and ex- 
pensive aluminium crank- 
case. 

On the other hand, in 
1927, ~ Indian introduced 
their 101.(one-o-one) model, 
a 750cc flathead V-twin with 
magneto ignition and re- 
movable generator and bat- 
tery for the lights. The 101 
weighed very little, and 
could often eat up the 1200s 
(particularly when stroked 
with Chief components). It 
had a girder fork wilh quar- 
ter elliptic spring, a solid 
rear, and a spring seat with 
a sliding pillar in the frame 
tube. It rode hard, but it 
handled absolutely true. 
The 101s are still often 
seen in carney bowl-races, 
where handling and torque 
are important. Everything 
considered (including their 





' 
, $300 price), they were prob- 


ably the best motorcycles 
in the world in their time. 
However, subsequent Indian 
750s put on weight, and lost 
much of the handling of the 
101. 


SYSTEM BETTER 


The 1200cc V-twin Chief 
was a good motorcycle in 
its day. Both its magneto 
system and its coil and bat- 
tery with distributor sys- 
tem were better than the 
Harley breaker point igni- 
tion. Its transmission bolt- 
ed to the engine, rather 
than the frame, so that the 
primary drive stayed in 
adjustment, It had more 
low speed torque, but less 
top end than a Harley, and 
it was smoother running 
than a Harley 74, though 
not As smooth as a Harley 
61. In 1940, the Chief came 
out with plunger rear’ sus- 





A First-Class Spares & Accessory Service 
Is Given By All Our Agents 
In All Centres! 


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR 
PERCY COLEMAN & CO, AGENCIES 
OR WRITE DIRECT TO 


BOX 11, WANGANU! 


pension, and this, coupled 
with the old quarter elliptic 
front end, produced one of 
the worst handling motor- 
cycles ever made. 


Like most motorcycle 
companies, Indian was in 
trouble during the depres- 
sion. The last great Ame- 
rican cycle boom, which 
peaked in 1920, ended with 





FOR ALL YOUR MOTOR CYCLING 
REQUIREMENTS 


ee 





a crash in 1929, and most 
manufacturers failed. Tn- 
@ian cut production sharp- 
ly, and reorganised itself 


nd 





an 


financially in 1933; but nev- 
ertheless, it lost money in 
most of the depression 
years. 

, The company was saved 
by the war and large gov- 
ernment orders. For the 
Army, it produced a’ flock 
of 750s similar to the pre- 
war model, and a “30.50” 
(500cc) as well. These 500s 
were just like the 750, but 
with less displacement, and 
as all military models had 
low compression and mild 
cams, the 30,50s had less ac- 
eceleration than a modern 
125. 


LOSING MONEY 


Before the end of the war, 
with many of its military 
orders cancelled, Indian 
was again losing money. 
For civilian consumption, it 
shelved the 750 and the 
four, and concentrated on 
making the Chief, with a 
new girder-by-coil front end 
that brought handling back 
to reasonable limits. It was 
also developing. what In- 
dian's president, Ralph Rog- 
ers liked to call a “gentle- 
man's motorcycle.” 

This gentleman's motor- 
eyele was similar to the 
English machines that were 
beginning to be seen in 
America, now that tariffs 
had dropped from about 50 
per cent to 10-per cent. It 
did not, however, resemble 
any particular English bike, 
and was a unique—though 
not a_ highly original—de- 
sign. There were to be three 
models which were to have 
many components in com- 
mon: a 250cc single, a 433cc 
vertical twin, mounted 
transversely, and perhaps 
an 866cc in-line four, mounf- 
ed fore and aft and shaft- 
driven. 

Prototypes of all three 
models were tested, hut the 
four had bugs in it, and 
production had to be post- 
poned. In September, 1948, 
Indian began to manufac- 
ture the single and the twin. 
Both had overhead valves, 
four-speed foot shifts, and 
telescopic front forks. The 
twin (Scout) had a plunger 
rear, and the single (Arrow) 
@ solid rear, with plunger 
available on special order. 
The twin weighed 275 
pounds, the single 240, and 
they shared many compon- 
ents. Both were handsome 
looking machines. 


UNRELIABLE 


However, the twin sold 
for about $800, or $150 more 
than the target price. It 
had a fantastically unrell- 
able magneto ignition sys- 
tem, and a very weak bot- 
tom end. Gentlemen do not 
like to throw rods, 

Indian entered 12 Scouts 
at Laconia in the summer 
of 1949. All had factory 
riders, and all were prepar- 








Among the new generation of motor cyclists, bull 
sessions almost always get around to the Indian Company of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, which, after a long and dis- 
tinguished history, stopped producing motor cycles in 1953. 


Anybody who has never ridden one will be 
glad to tell you that an Indian was “better than 
a Harley” and it is often suggested that Indian 
was killed off by the devious and unsportsman- 
like machinations of the Harley-Davidson Com- 
pany. Actually, Indian bit the dust because it 
made a series of bad business decisions and a 
series of bad motorcycles. 


ed to blow the Harleys off 
the track, Even the 750cc 
v-twin Indians (50 of these 
were made in 1948, mostly 
out of pre-war parts, and 
set up for class C racing) 
could not stand against the 
Scouts, or so the company 
thought.. But before the 
race was oyer, every single 
Scout had magneto trouble. 
Not one crossed the finish 
line. 

A few months 
September, 1949, Bngland 
announced that it was de- 
valuating the pound from 
$4.03 to $2.80. Theoretically, 
this should have lowered 
the price of English motor- 
cycles in America by 30 per 
cent; and though it did not, 
it did make English mach- 
ines much less expensive 
than they had been, and 
considerably cheaper than 
Indians. For Indian, the 
game was up. 

In November, Rogers 
formed Indian Sales, a sep- 
arate company largely own- 
ed by English interests. The 
purpose was to take adyan- 
tage of Indian’s network of 
dealers, who would now be 
able to sell not only Indian, 
but also AJS, Douglas, En- 
field, Excelsior, Matchless, 
Norton, Vincent and Reliant 
three-wheel trucks. “Busi- 
ness Week” said, “In the 
back of Indian's mind, of 
course, is the thought that 
sooner or later the gap be- 
tween British and American 
prices of motorcycles will 
close. Then Indian will re- 
coup the market for its own 
lightweight.” It was whist- 
ling in the dark. 


later, in 





ENLARGED 


In 1950, Indian Motor- 
cycles rushed the Chief 
back into production. It 
had heen discontinued the 
year before, to concentrate 
on the “gentleman's motor- 
cycles.” The new Chief was 
enlarged to 80  cu-in. 
(1333ce), and it had a good 
telescopic front fork. In- 
dian also enlarged the Scout 
to 500cc, strengthened the 
bottom end, and renamed it 
the Warrior. TEyentually, 
they even made a battery 
ignition model. 

There must haye been 
some merit to these last 
Warriors, because Max Bu- 
beck is still doing well with 
one in today’s desert runs 
in Southern California. But 
Bubeck is a really excep- 
tional rider, and I suspect 
this his machine is ahout 
as much Indian as that 
notorious 1920 model that 
keeps showing up at Bonne- 
ville. 

Gene Shillingford, Jr, a 
dealer who loyed Indians 
and hung on to them till 
the bitter end, says of the 
Warrior, “If they had only 


had time to beef up the 
weak points, they'd have 
had a good engine.” They 


didn't have the time, he 
thinks, because they didn't 
haye much money in the 
first place, and they spread 
it too thin by working on 
the new four, moying to a 


itself did not. 
cycle company 


Sales, 


Indian 
most of Indian's 1000 deal- 
ers survived, though Indian 


Through 


The motor- 
merged in 
1951, with Titeflex, Inc. a 


maker of “shielded ignition 
harness and assemblies and 
other 
“Moody's Industrials” said, 
“According to H. K. Smith, 
vice-president, 
cycle business has been con- 
ducted at a 
year 
company now 
concentrate 
work and 

time 
allowed Indian to make 2 


defence items.” 


the motor- 


loss in each 
since 1943, and the 
intends to 
on defence 
‘suitable peace- 
products'.” ‘Titeflex 


few more Warriors in 1952, 


and a few Chiefs in '52 and 


53. They were the last In- 
dians. 

In the mid fifties, Indian 
Sales imported an Enfield 
700 with footboards, 500 x 
16 tyres, ete. This was call- 
ed an Indian Chief, and 
other Enfields also wore the 
Indian label for a time. But 
anew advertisement, pub- 
lished in 1961, announced 
that Enfield would hence- 
forth appear “stripped of 
its feathers and war paint.” 





BIG MACHINES 


Meanwhile, Harley-David- 
son had continued to con- 
centrate on its big mach- 
ines, which did not have to 
compete with European 
products, because Europe 
made nothing like them. As 
a sideline, Harley made a 
wretched little 125, and sold 
a certain number of them 
because they were so inex- 
pensive. But the success of 
Harley never depended on 
the sale of lightweights. 

Indian bit the dust 
through pure bad manage- 
ment. If it had been smart- 
er—like Harley, perhaps, 
which built prototype verti- 
cal twins of its own—it 
could have foreseen the de- 
valuation of the pound, 
which economists had been 
predicting for years. It 
could also have foreseen 
that it could not junk all 
its tooling and start afresh 
with the limited capital at 
its disposal. And it could 
have foreseen that the Ame- 
rican rider—and he definite- 
ly was not a gentleman in 
those days—was used to 
sturdy reliable motorcycles, 
both Harleys and Indians, 
and would not settle for 
less. 


Be Alert—Most accidents 
occur at intersections, so be 
ready to stop suddenly, The 
front brake of motor cycles 
is the most powerful, so 
apply the rear brake first, 
then ease down on the front 
one. Brake gently on slip- 
pery surfaces and use your 
brakes before rounding a 
turn, not while in it, 
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WHITES 


L.M.V.D. 
Want Your 
Motorcycle 


NOW 


a machine for sale, see us first. 
For a Valuation 


_ Contact 


W. White (Auck.) 
LTD 


287 Broadway, Newmarket. 
Ph. 548063 or After Hours 864138 
or Branches 
_ W. WHITE (Wellington) LTD. 
14-16 Bond Street, Wellington 
Ph. 42348 


W. WHITE (Waikato) LTD. 
68 Barton Street, Hamilton 
Ph. 80498 





HONDA ~ 


‘iL BARTON STREET a 
HAMILTON'S HONDA AGENTS 


~ Phone 80479 





Prompt cash for suitable 
late model MOTOR CYCLES 
and SCOOTERS. If you have 


Fascinating Sports Cycle. 
Now Yamaha have released 
a massive and zippy 350 cc 
Sportcycle, a long awaited 
sportster {10 capture the 
hearts of Motorcycle enthu- 
siasts the world over. Is it 
a true mount for sporty en- 
thusiasts? Certainly! and 
much more; this over 100 


fascinating enough to make 
new fans out of the average 
motorcyclists. 

Acceleration is exéeption- 
ally snappy; it can cover a 
quarter mile in under 14 
seconds even from a stand- 
ing start. The never tiring 
twin cylinder power unit is 
always: ready to develop its 
peak output of 36 H.P. with 
no adverse effects, 


More durability in Alloy 
cylinder. This model has 
light-alloy cylinder barrels 
that are no longer separate 
castings. This component is 
completely cast in one unit 
with cylinder liners of cast 
iron, 

Horizontally detachable 

erankeases, Unlike any pre- 
vious Yamaha model the 
crankcase halfs detach hori- 
zontally, like some Honda 
models. This allows easier 
maintenance, 
Gear shift removable to 
both sides. The removeable 
shift lever is another new 
feature on the YRI, for rid- 
ers who like right or left 
gear changing. 


Max speed 105-110 m.p.h. 
Fuel —_ consumption (flat 
road) 82 m.pg. Climbing 


ability 26°. Braking distance 





mph motorcycle is proving 7. 


Performance t 


YRI 


fern for the first time as 
of the country later this 
If current 
least four New 
riders will be sent to Aust- 
ralia next season by Mot¢ 
cross Enterprises to conte: 
the three —_ international 
motocross meetings to 











December. And _ there 


will return with a fair sha: 


ard of competition here is 
much higher than that gen- 
erally set across the Tas- 
man. 

The three meetings will 
be an extension of the 
seven-meeting New Zealand 
international series which 
will be held immediately 
afterwards. 


This will be the first time 
a New Zealand motor-cycle 


Engine 

Type 2-stroke twin cylin- 
der. Bore and stroke 61mm 
x 59.6mm. Cubic capacity 
348cc, Max. horsepower 36 
bhp. at 7500 rpm. Max. 
torque 23.2 ft lbs at 6500 
m, Lubrication system, 
Yamaha autolube, oil injec- 





team has visited Australia. 
It is expected that an Aust- 
ralian team of at least four 
top riders will come to New 
Zealand for the main part 
of the series, as well as the 








tion. Compression. Ratio,Jinvited European riders. 
7 Starting method kick. It is possible that the 
Gearbox New Zealand team will be 





Constant mesh 5 speed. 
Fuel tank capacity, 4 gal- 
lons. Oil tank capacity 3-4 


kept together after the Aust- 
ralian meetings and ride as 
official New Zealand repre- 






















quarts. sentatives in the home 
Dimension series. Previously, only one 
Cyerall length, 81.1 inches.|rider has been chosen as 
Overall width ) inches.|the official New Zealand 
Overall height inches.]rider to race inst the 
Wheelbase 52.6 inches. Min.|overseas experts throughout 
Road Clearance 5.7~inches.| the series, 
Weight 346 Ibs, This season the Auto 
Suspension Cyele Council of Austra a 
Front telescopic forks,]has agreed to share part of 
Rear, swinging arm. Damper] the cost towards the inter-| 
front and rear, coilspring,}national series, previously 
oil damper. Tyre size, front|restricted to New Ze: 








300 x 18. Rear 350 x 18, Tt will contribute 
CALLENDER 
Motor Cycles 

LIMITED 
L.M.V.D. 
149 DEVON STREET NEW PLYMOUTH 


PHONE 84696 


1965 650cc Mode! 31 AJS 


Ex-Transport Department. Only 11,000 
miles. White tank and tool box cover 
Siamesed Exh. Immaculate condition. 


£320) 


to’ 


are successful a team of at international 
Zealand {rom Europe. 











North Island and four 





Nylon Quick Action Scrambles Tw: 


Ball-ended, adjustable Clutch & Brake Lever: 30/- | 





at 380 mph, 43 ft. Minimum 
turning radius 90.6 inches. 


CONDUCTED BY MOTORCYCLISTS FOR MOTORCYCLISTS 


Waikato a 


@ B.S 


P.V.C. Lever Shrouds (keep the mud out} pair 


3/9 
Speedway JAP Spares. 


gents for: 


A, 


@ DUCATI 


NORTON SPECIALISTS 


Competition and Racing Machines Bought, Sold and Exchanged 


Try us for that hard to get racing spare. 


You will find it easier to deal with fellow motorcyclists, 


Phone 80479 


ist Grips . 45/- |7 


The Silver Fern 
in Australia 


(By Rod Dew) 


New Zealand’s leading moto cross riders 
may have the opportunity to wear the silver 


official representatives 
year. 





negotiations the cost of bringing three 


riders out 


For the first time the 


majority of the internalion- 


ul meetings will be held in 
the South Island, mainly 


be because of -the greater in- 
held there in November and terest shown here. Two will 
is be held in Canterbury, the 
every chance that the Kiwis first at Timaru on Januar 








and the second in Chris| 


of the booty for the stand- church a week later, 


At present seven meetings 
e scheduled, three in the 
in 

is a 
eighth 
held at 


the South but there 
possibility that an 
meeting will be 
Hamilton, 

Jim Fraser, currently 
sole South Island selector 
and N.Z.A.C.U. publicity 
officer, has been appointed 
South Island organiser. His 
counterpart in the North 
Island is Tim Gibbes, a man 
who needs no introduction. 

It was through his efforts 
that the New Zealand inter- 
national series became more 
than a pipe dream when it 
was first mooted four years 
ago 





Classified 
FOR SALE 


EX-ALAN 


COLLISON 
Matchless-Me: i 


e. Conditi 
known 





ion 


and performance 
throughout N.Z. Also 1963 
B.S.A. C15 Scrambler. 1V 





Contact Bill Pin! 


Chelwood Street, Palmerston 
North. 


WANTED TO BUY 








D.H.V. Flat Tank Norton 
frame or complete bike 
Could swap Big Port A.J.S. 
motor nd frame. 
Montgomery, 27 King St. 
Timaru. 


SUZUKI 80 cc. engine or 
complete bike any condi- 
tion, must be cheap. Details, 
J. H. Medlin 6 Nelson Tce, 
Timaru, 











MATCHLESS | TYPE, 21 
front rim, new or u Ur- 
gently “Ring” 37681 or write 





Avon Street Oamaru 


Moloreyele. 1963 
) AWS. Regd No. 
ngine No, Z9468. In 











ion of C. H. Bi 

Canadian Citizen —c 

Boyle and Ferguson, 
h St., Lower Hut 





BRYAN 


Scobie 
Motors 


LTD. 
L.M.V.D. 


P.O. Box 5074 
BARTON STREET, 
HAMILTON 


81 


















cd if a Ml 


this country in search 


Now 24, Holland's pro- 
gress has been less spectacu- 
lar than that of Stapleton 
fine rider 





| of finishing a race by 
riding beyond his phy- 
“| sical limitations or those 
of his machine, In 


fact, he was the most suc- 
cessful scrambles rider in 
the South Island last season 
because of his consistency. 


During the season he won 
the 350 cc, and 250 cc. 
South Island miniature T.T. 
titles, the 350 cc. scramble 
title and the most important 


ft South Island championship 


! of them all—the open scram- 
ble. Not even Stapleton, in 


il) spite of his brilliance, could 
nd 


claim as many champion- 


k,| ship wins as this. 


Holland has had a rapid 
rise to prominence, He has 
only completed three full sea- 


Iii sons of scramble racing. He 





SOUTH ISLAND OPEN CHAMPION. — G. Holland (Christchurch), 

ploughing his way through a tricky sand patch while leading the first 

heat of the South Island open scramble championship at Kaiapoi re- 

cently. He later crashed and finished second in the heat, but he won 

the championship with a brilliant win in the final and deciding heat. 
—Photo by Chr'stchurch Press. 


)| began with an old Greeves- 
J.A.P. hybrid but after a 
season and a half he ob- 
tained a 250 c,c, C.Z, Since 
that time he has never look- 
ed back. Before last season 
he had never won a major 
title of any kind; by the end 
of it he had four tucked 











~ Does your enuine sometimes run at 22,000 rpm? 
The 125cc Seylinder Honda does, on Chsirol” 


If you think a 125cc*5-cylinder engine is something usual—what do you 
think of the same engine revving at 22,000 rpm? .. . 22,000 revs and 30 hp? 
These incredible Honda engines are technical miracles and as such, require 
something special In oil, That's why Honda, with 13 world championship 
titles, rely on Castrol, € 


‘So your engine doesn’t run at 22,000 rpm and you don't need the special 
synthetic oil developed by Castrol for the ‘Hot Hondas’. In ten years 
perhaps, but the fact that Castrol can produce such a marvellous oil today 
proves beyond doubt that Castrol is so far ahead. With New Formula 
Castrol, first motor oil with "Liquid Tungsten", you're getting the best. 

Or do you know a better one? 


Ait GAS F ROL 


FORMULA 


first motor oil with Liquid Tungsten 


{ungslalp — British Patent No, 882,296 ) 
nt pe e ws2s 





( Long okain toptiary alkyl primary ami 





Eiki 
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under his belt. 


Now Holland has been 
nominated for the New Zea- 
land team to compete in the 
three Australian interna- 
tional . moto-cross events 
later this year. He is being 
backed by the Christchurch 
International Moto - Cross 
committee to the extent of 
$140 but on ability alone he 
must be certain of selection. 

He is unlikely to match 
the European riders but if 
he takes both his 250 and 
360 c.c, C.Z. machines with 
him he should be more than 
a match for any of the Aust- 
ralian opposition he is likely 
to encounter. These three 
internationals could be all 
that will be required to put 
him right at the top of the 


New Zealand scrambling 
tree. 
In the coming season, 


much can be expected of 
Holland. It is his fourth sea- 
son in competition and 
promises to be his best. He 
has two of the best machines 


has the talent to make the 
most out of them. 

The only rider at the pre- 
sent moment who scems 
likely to stand in his way 
as far as South Island cham- 
pionship events are concern- 
ed is the young Blenheim 
competitor, Ivan Miller. 
However, he lacks the calm 
efficiency of Holland and is 
inclined to be erratic, Neil 
Currie, the winner of the 





available in the country and! 


has left 
of stronger competition 


all eyes have turned to his perennial rival and 
fellow Christchurch 1 
who promises to succeed him as the South 
Island’s leading scrambles rider. 


ider, Gordon Holland, 


career which only came to 
a close a few years ago. 
He won the New Zealand 
Senior Grand Prix at the 
famous but now disused 
Cust circuit in 1956 and 
again in 1958 and was high- 
ly placed in other years, In 
1950 he won the New Zea- 
land Junior (350 c.c.)! 


HOLLAND COULD BE TOP S.I. RIDER 


(From Rod Dew) 
Now that Graham Stapleton 


Grand Prix at the same 
venue. He was also promin- 
ent in grass track and 
scramble meetings but his 
name was really made in 
speedway. 

He was a first division 
rider at the old Aranui Sta- 
dium for many years and 
has raced against many of 
the world’s leading dirt 
track riders. He has repre- 
sented Canterbury, the 
South Island and New Zea- 
land in speedway matches 
and also spent a period rac- 
ing in Europe with consid- 
erable success. 





BULTACO SPARES 
Alloy front rim 
Gear lever 
Countershaft sprockets 13, 
14 and 15 tooth 
All gearbox gears, 
and selectors 
Clutch thrust worm assem- 


shafts 


Fork stanchions 


\Narrow primary chains 
(Spanish) 

Wide primary chains 
(Spanish) 


Rear chains (Spanish) 
| Flywheel puller 
Air cleaner element 





Ignition points 

{Complete flywheel assemoly 

Small end roller assemblies 

Pistons (K- & J- only) 

Gudgeon pins and circlips 

Assorted gearbox circlips 
and keys 

Assorted piston rings 


J.A.P. SPARES 
Pistons standard and +.010 
Piston rings English all sizes 
Assorted valves 
Alloy connecting rod 
Big end and side main cages 
Crank pin and mainshaft 
nuts 

Tappet nuts 

Valve collets and circlips 

Gudgeon pin circlips 

|Push rod covers 

Rockers 

Cam follower spindles and 
rollers 

'Carburettor tops 

Rocker oil feed pipes com- 
plete 

One inch quick action iwist 
grips 

Small speedway fuel tanks 

T.N.2. Nyholm special big 
track cans complete with 
valve timing data, etc. 

Resleeved long fire barrells 

Used cylinder barrells 

Used engine sprockets 

Assorted other small odd 
items 


NORTON MANX 

Connecting rods 

Pistons 

Gudgeon pins and circlips 

Valves 

Bevel gears 

Cam pinion gears 

Gear lever 

Renolds racing rear chains 

Complete 350 short stroke 
flywheel assembly 

Large range used _ short 
stroke Manx motor parts 
in reasonable condition, 
including cams, push- 
rods, con rods, big eils, 
ete, 

Used Manx exhaust pipes 

Used long stroke 500 Manx 
motor parts in good con- 
dition including timing 
side crankcase, _fly- 
wheels, cylinder, cylin- 
der head, cambox. 


TR AIS, Etc. 








South Island gold star series) Connecting rod 


last season could be a threat 
as well, 
Behind him Holland has 


a family tradition of success MO. 


in motor-cycle events built 
up by his father, A. G. 
“Mick" Holland, Mick Hol- 
Jand was for years one of 
the countries top road rac- 
ers and speedway motor- 
cyclists and held many na- 


tional titles throughout his | 


ig end 


COMPETITION SPARES and 
ACCESSORIES FOR SALE 


We wish to completely clear these 
so the prices are very attractive! 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED. 


| Side main bearings 


Swedish valve springs 

Assorted used camshafts 

1958 Works short stroke cy- 
linder head in perfect 
condition 

Used pistons and odd assor:- 
ed motor parts 

Used 1956 complete gearbox 

Used _ rear hub 

G45 Matchless valve springs 


G45 Matchless used cam- 
shafts : 

G50 Matchless new and used 
pistons 


G50 Matchless piston rings 


VILLIERS, Ete. 

9E, 34A and 36A 

Connecting rods and crank 
pins 

Ignition coils 

Gearbox mainshafts 

Clutch outer ring nuts 

Clutch centre nuts 

Clutch centres 

Gearbox oil seals 

Kick start springs 

Assorted circlips 

Assorted gearchange and se 
lector springs 





Selector shafts atid quad— 
rants 

Assorted gears 

Used lighting coils 

Dot Deamon front breke 
plate complete with 
shoes 


Dot Demon rear hub cush 
drive rubber 
Greeves air filter elements 


Villiers Starmaker pistons 


ASSORTED RACING AND 
COMPETITION PARTS 
Used Lucas single wader 
competition magneto 
Used complete Gold Star 
rocker box, new -ondi- 
tion. 

New 9-1 long stroke 500 AJS 
single piston +020 

New Gold Star cylinder head 
holding down bolts 

New D B Gold Star alloy 
cam followers 

New Amal matchbox remote 
flat chambers and spare 





floats and needles 

New Spanish remote float 
chamber 

New &” quick action twist 
grips 

Assorted used carburettor 


spacing blocks 

Assorted Amal G.P. carbu- 
rettor parts 

Scrambles tyres 

Road racing ty 





es and tubes 





all sizes 
250 x 19 Avon tyres 
Leather racing s 
Leather ‘ing trousers 





Rev counters, chronometric 
and magnetic up to 
15,000 R.P.M. 


Rey counter drive gearboxes 











Racing fibre glass dolphin 

fairings 

S 32-2 Suzuki front wheel 
complete less brake 


._, Plate as new 
Girling suspension units to 
suit most comp. mode's 


SCOOTER MOTOR-CYCLE & 


Specialising 
Gant Braebccles 
anterbury and W. 
SUZUKI A 


39 MANCHESTER STREET 
PHONE 30-066 


PED SERVICES LIMITED 


Tommy McCleary, Jnr. 
in Sales and Service 


of Scooters, 







and Mo-pe 


estland Distri 


CHRISTCHURCH 


